Church of Saint Mary

November 30th
2025
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Mass and Sacrament

Holy Mass
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday Masses: 8:00am, 10:00am
Monday-Friday: 7:00am

Sacramental Confession
Saturdays: 5:00-5:30pm (Nov. 29)
Sundays: 7:15-7:45am

Anointing of the Sick
Please call the Church anytime
day or night.
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Parish Office

P.O. Box 159
303 South Division Street
Utica, IL 61373
Phone & Fax 815-667-4677
office@stmarysutica.org
www.stmarysutica.org

Hours: Tuesdays & Fridays
8:00 a.m.—-12:30 p.m.
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Fr. Paul Carlson, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Jennifer Newman, Secretary
parishoffice@stmarysutica.org

Heather Leffers, CCD Coordinator
Bill Brown, Cemetery Sexton

On Holy Thursday, April 11, 1675, Father Jacques Marquette offered the
first parochial Mass in the Illinois Country at Utica in the presence of
5,000 Native Americans. Father Marquette and his companion, Louis
Joliet, took possession of this land in the name of Jesus Christ and
founded the Mission of the Immaculate Conception. A monument in his
honor stands in the northeast comer of the property. That mission
eventually became the Church of Saint Mary. In 1858 a small frame
church was built which was destroyed by fire seventeen years later and a
brick and stone church was built. The Reverend Canon Jeremiah
Moynihan was appointed the first resident pastor in 1884. The Reverend
Francis J. O'Reilly succeeded Canon Moynihan in 1888 and in the same
year erected the present church. In September 1986, Saint Mary’s Church
was completely redecorated. Though damaged, it survived the Utica
tornado of 2004 and was quickly restored.




NEWS & EVENTS

In Gratitude
» We would like to thank Fr. Blake and Fr. Vien Van Do for
coming to celebrate the Sunday Masses for us at Holy Family this
weekend. May God bless their kindness.
+ Holy Family wishes to acknowledge and thank the family and
friends of Beverly Werhli for their memorial gifts to our parish in
her name.

Fish Fry: The Oglesby KC will be hosting a carryout fish fry on
Friday, December 5th from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Order fried cod or fried
shrimp...or don’t choose and get the combo platter! All meals are
served with french fries, coleslaw and bread. Meals are $15.
Proceeds from the evening will benefit the Dickinson House
Foundation.

Place your order by calling 815-883-3181!

In Remembrance: The parish of St. Mary mourns the recent
passing of Tim Stevenson, son of Glenn and Dorothy Stevenson.
May his soul and all the souls of the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace.

PADs Meals: St. Mary Parish provides a meal at the homeless
shelter on the first Wednesday of each month. A clipboard is
available on the back table to volunteer to prepare a dish.

Decorating at St. Mary’s: We could use your helping hands!
Immediately after the 10:00 a.m. Mass on December 21st, we will
be decorating for Christmas.

Word Among Us: Complimentary Advent issues are available on
the communion rail and in the main vestibule at Holy Family, and
on the back table at St. Mary.

thankful for this yeat!

We hope all our parishioners at Holy Family and St. Mary enjoyed a
Thanksgiving surrounded by the joy of family and friends. May it
also have been a moment to pause and give thanks for the many
blessings God has generously given.

Enjoy reading what some of our ASCA-Oglesby preschoolers are

Jesus Babies
My Family Ms. Stacey
Mom & Dad Turkey
Papa Teachers
Snow God
Pumpkins
Cookies

Ninja Turtles

Holy Family Altar & Rosary
Cookie Sale

Saturday, December 13th
8:00 a.m.—Noon
307 E. Florence St., Oglesby (KC Hall)

Let us do your baking!
Mix n” match all your holiday
favorites. Cookies sold by the

Holiday Vendor Fair: There is always someone on your
Christmas list that is difficult to shop for, but we have the perfect
solution. Stop in at the vendor fair next Sunday, December 7th
from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. to visit over 60 vendors featuring unique,
handcrafted gifts. The vendor fair will be held at the ASCA-
Oglesby building (336 Alice Ave.).

Scripture Study: Our Advent study begins this week! Join us on
Monday at 2:00 p.m. in the St. Anne’s Room at Holy Family. We

will have copies of “The Little Way of Advent” by Fr. Gary Caster
available to purchase.

7



GOSPEL REFLECTION

~ by The Word Among Us

Welcome to Advent! It’s a season filled with anticipation as we
prepare to celebrate Jesus® birth at Christmas. It’s also a season of
waiting and hoping for his return at the end of time. That makes
Advent a time both of certainty and uncertainty. It’s a time of
certainty because we know for sure that Jesus came into our world
over two thousand vears ago. But it’s a time of uncertainty
because we don’t know when he will return. As Jesus himself told
us, “You do not know on which day your Lord will come™.

But even in the midst of this uncertainty, there is one definitive
fact that we can rely on right here and right now: we may not
know when Jesus will come again, but we do know that “the Son
of Man will come”. He can come into our hearts each and every
day. He can come and show us his love and care for us. He can
heal us. He can give us new insights as we prayerfully read his
word. He can bring peace amid our anxiety. And he can fan into
flame our hearts longing for him.

And so every year at this time, Jesus urges us to “stay awake”.
Because even as we are waiting, he will still be present to us—and
he doesn’t want us to miss him!

What can you expect as you look for Jesus’ coming each day? He
might come to you in the whisper of an urge to pray as you run
errands. He might come in an anxious child who draws you out of
yourself to care for them. He might come during a candlelit
liturgy as he gives you the comfort and conviction that he will
take care of you.

So this Advent, of course prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth at
Christmas. And of course be ready for his final coming, whenever
that will be. But also be on the lookout for the ways that Jesus
will come into your life every day this Advent. Because the Son
of man will indeed come!

“Jesus, I want to be ready for you!”
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JLlight of the World.
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Pray for the Sick of our Parish

Michael Ball, Katie Becker, Tim Burgess, Don and Pam Edwards,
Jill Kain, Richard Kepper, Tori Lou Klimek, Ed Liss, Ava
Lukascy, Rosie Sander, Drew Shinnick, Tom Varney, Dennise
Watson

Saint Mary’s Church
Diocese of Peoria
303 S. Division Street
North Utica, IL 61373

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH
5:00pm + Ron Carpenter (birthdate 11/28)
by Ed and Nancy Stewart
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH - 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am + Esther Larson by Rich and Linnea Ricci
10:00am For the People of the Parish
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
7:00am Maria Rauh (birthdate 11/30)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND
PRIVATE + Msgr. Charles Beebe
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD - ST. FRANCIS XAVIER
7:00am + Jordan Carr
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4TH - ST. JOHN DAMASCENE
7:00am Living and Deceased of the Pocivasek Family
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH
7:00am + Lois Schott
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6TH - ST. NICHOLAS
5:00pm + Norbert Dudek by the Rogowski Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH - 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am + Ron Lindner by Kathy Jo Lindner
10:00am + Sharon Doerr (anniv. + 12/4)
by Chuck and Mary Ann Voreis

Ministry Schedule

Sunday, November 30th @ 10:00 a.m.
Altar Servers: Nina Leffers, Jake and Joey Patyk

Sunday, December 7th, @ 10:00 a.m.
Altar Servers: Finn and Rory Carter, Nathan Leffers

New Server Schedule on Back Page!

Weekly Collection: November 19th-25th

Adult Envelopes $1,435.00
Loose Collection $767.00
Online Giving $100.00
Catholic Education $50.00
Food Pantry $10.00
PADs Meal Donation $50.00
Religious Retirement $10.00

Parish Council

Holy Family Representatives
Deena Pavinato

Mike Bima

Stan Wolf

Amie Walker
Brian Sherman
Lana Peterlin
Nathan Boudreau
Mark Duttlinger

St. Mary Representatives
Tom Wojciechowski
Mary Steinbach

Mary Kay Hodgson
Heather Leffers

Nick McFadden

Greg Scullans

Jane Wilson

Connie Guerrero




Kids Corner
December & January
10:00 a.m. Server Schedule
December 7th | Finn and Rory Carter, Nathan Leffers
December 14th |Jake and Joey Patyk, Abby Brown
December 21st |Nina Leffers, Peter and Olivia Villareal
December 28th | Finn and Rory Carter, Abby Brown A
January 4th Nina Leffers, Peter and Olivia Villareal E P
January 11th Jake and Joey Patyk BHG
January 18th Finn and Rory Carter, Abby Brown
January 25th Peter and Olivia Villareal, Nina Leffers
Color.
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Visit CatholicMom.com
for more resources for
you and your family.




