Church of Saint Mary

December 28th
2025

—=———

Mass and Sacraments

Holy Mass
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday Masses: 8:00am, 10:00am
Monday-Friday: 7:00am

Sacramental Confession
Saturdays: 4:00-4:45pm
Sundays: 7:15-7:45am

Anointing of the Sick

Please call the Church anytime
day or night.
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Parish Office

P.O. Box 159
303 South Division Street
Utica, IL 61373
Phone & Fax 815-667-4677
office@stmarysutica.org
www.stmarysutica.org

Hours: Tuesdays & Fridays
8:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
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Fr. Paul Carlson, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Jennifer Newman, Secretary
parishoffice@stmarysutica.org

Heather Leffers, CCD Coordinator
Bill Brown, Cemetery Sexton

On Holy Thursday, April 11, 1675, Father Jacques Marquette offered the
first parochial Mass in the Illinois Country at Utica in the presence of
5,000 Native Americans. Father Marquette and his companion, Louis
Joliet, took possession of this land in the name of Jesus Christ and
founded the Mission of the Immaculate Conception. A monument in his
honor stands in the northeast corner of the property. That mission
eventually became the Church of Saint Mary. In 1858 a small frame
church was built which was destroyed by fire seventeen years later and a
brick and stone church was built. The Reverend Canon Jeremiah
Moynihan was appointed the first resident pastor in 1884. The Reverend
Francis J. O'Reilly succeeded Canon Moynihan in 1888 and in the same
year erected the present church. In September 1986, Saint Mary’s Church
was completely redecorated. Though damaged, it survived the Utica
tornado of 2004 and was quickly restored.




NEWS & EVENTS

‘Holy Family St. Mary

December 31st @ 4:00 p.m. ‘ December 31st @ 4:00 p.m. i

January Ist @ 9:00am. | January Ist @ 9:00 a.m.

i

Ministry Volunteers: We could use volunteers to serve at the
Solemnity Masses this week. Call Jennifer at the parish office to
offer your help!

Additional Christmas Flower Memorials: The following names
were submitted after our Christmas bulletin deadline. We ask that
you remember the following this Christmas season: Mr. & Mrs.
John Brown, Judy Hoffman, Gary Calkins, and Anna & Ludwig
Lushina Family.

St. John Baptist de La Salle
POLISH DINNER

Snlurdng.g;ggno 17, 2026
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Dinner includes:
Potato 8 Cheese Plerogl served with
Polish S Sauerkraut, and Glazed

$1S for Adults
$10 for Children 10 and under

- Polka Music

- Games for the children
& adults

. Bake Sale

- Carry-Outs Avalillable

Tickets avallable after all Masses
or at the Parish Office, 815-223-0641.

Mass Intentions: Our scheduling book for the 2026 year is open
and we have several dates available. Stipends are $10 each and
should be included with your request. Ideally we are looking to fill
in dates for the 1st half of the year.

Food Pantry: Due to the limited hours for drop-off, we have
decided to remove the donation bin from St. Mary’s vestibule.
While you can still make monetary donations, we prefer if instead
you would choose to support Catholic Charities. They service the
needs of those in our area regularly.

The Joy of Giving: “Thank you” hardly feels sufficient for the
generosity shown by our parish community. Through the kindness
of our parishioners, the gifts placed on our Giving Tree helped
support six local families and brought joy to fifteen children this
Christmas season. Your thoughtfulness and compassion made a
meaningful difference, reminding us all of the true spirit of
Christmas and the blessing of sharing God’s love with others.

In Gratitude: We would like to express our sincere appreciation to
the Utica Knights of Columbus for their generous support of
seminarians in our diocese. Through their kindness, $500 gifts were
provided to the following seminarians: Jonathon Puckett, Jared
Hernandez, Mateo Pascual, Christian Garcia, and Eli Ziegler. Their
commitment to fostering vocations is a meaningful blessing to our
Church and is deeply appreciated.

Magnify the nght—Start the New Year with Karoline Brown:
All women are invited to an inspiring
evening with Cathohc author and

author of Magnifying the Lord,
Living to Be a Saint, and Magnify the
Mpysteries, will share an uplifting talk
designed to inspire women to live
their faith fully each day. The evening includes wine, dessert, time
for fellowship, a presentation, Q&A, and an opportunity for book
signing. Together, we will celebrate the New Year, reflect on the
Light of Christ, prepare our hearts for the Epiphany, and look ahead
to the start of Magnify 90 on January 9th. Tickets are $10 per
person. RSVP by Monday, December 30th by contacting Sarah at
(309) 857-5741.

Popcorn Fundraiser: Holy Family’s Altar & Rosary Society is
popping up a brand-new fundraiser with delicious popcorn from
Apollo Pop in Princeton! We’re offering 2-gallon tins of flavored
popcorn, featuring 11 tasty flavors to choose from. Each tin
includes three sections, allowing you to customize your favorites
(please note: only one premium flavor per tin).
Orders will arrive just in time for the Super
Bowl—or any cozy family movie or game night.
Simply complete the order form to the right and
return it with payment in the church collection
basket.




GOSPEL MEDITATION

When I was ten, my dad gathered our family around the table in
small-town Vermont and told us we were moving to the big desert
city of Phoenix, Arizona. We were leaving behind family, friends,
and everything familiar. None of us knew what to expect.

But something beautiful happened. As we made the move together,
our family grew closer. In retrospect, I'm amazed at my parents’
courage to go on that adventure. Even as a kid I realized our family
found, in that challenge, a deeper unity and mutual love.

In today’s Gospel, Joseph is told: “Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee...” (Matthew 2:13, 20). First to Egypt, then later
to Israel. The Holy Family is frequently challenged to move and
change, to adapt to God’s will for them, in order to find safety in
the midst of threat. It’s not just an idiosyncratic story about
survival. It’s a spiritual pattern for all of us. Every Christian
family is called to be a kind of sanctuary, especially in a world full
of noise, busyness, and fear.

May I make a practical application for us? The Lord’s Day,

Sunday, is perhaps the most practical way we imitate this dynamic
we see in Joseph and his family. Sunday is not meant to be just like
every other day, filled with errands and stress. It’s meant to be a
day set apart; a holy “escape” into rest, worship, joy, and peace. A
day to rise, take your family, and flee, into God’s presence.
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Make checks payable to Altar & Rosary

Select Pickup Location Preference
Friday, February 6th
10:00 a.m. - Noon at Utica Rectory
~ OR ~
Friday, February 6th
| 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. in Mother’s Chapel, Oglesby

Saint Mary’s Church
Diocese of Peoria
303 S. Division Street
North Utica, IL 61373

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27TH - ST. JOHN
5:00pm + Jack Henneberry (birthdate 12/30)
by his family

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28TH - FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
8:00am Fr. Michael Driscoll (birthdate)
10:00am + Ambrose and Blanche Harmon by their family

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29TH - ST. THOMAS BECKET

7:00am Margaret Mary Smith (birthdate)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30TH

7:00am + Mary (Snell) Kalisiak

7:00pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST - SOLEMNITY OF MARY

(VIGIL)

4:00pm Ben Loy (birthdate)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 1ST - SOLEMNITY, MARY MOTHER
OF GOD
9:00am + Dick Johnson by Rich and Linnea Ricci

FRIDAY, JANUARY 2ND - STS. BASIL/GREGORY NAZIANZEN

7:00am + Makenna Saylor by her grandmother
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3RD
5:00pm + Lucille Pfalzgraf (birthdate)

by Geo and Mary Kay Hodgson

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH - EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
8:00am + Tony Hinterlong
10:00am For the Parish

Ministry Schedule

Sunday, December 28th, @ 8:00 a.m.
Reader: Colette Spears

Sunday, December 28th, @ 10:00 a.m.
Altar Servers: Finn and Rory Carter, Abby Brown

Sunday, January 4th, @ 8:00 a.m.
Reader: Kathleen DiLuciano

Sunday, January 4th, @ 10:00 a.m.
Reader: Colette Spears
Altar Servers: Nina Leffers, Olivia and Peter Villareal

Parish Council
Holy Family Representatives

Deena Pavinato

St. Mary Representatives

Tom Wojciechowski

Mike Bima Mary Steinbach
Stan Wolf Mary Kay Hodgson
Amie Walker Heather Leffers
Brian Sherman Nick McFadden
Lana Peterlin Greg Scullans
Nathan Boudreau Jane Wilson

Mark Duttlinger Connie Guerrero



Crossword.

Across

2 Run away from

5 Jesus' mother

6 Jesus, Mary, Joseph

8 The king who wanted to
hurt Jesus

9 The place the Holy Family

Down

Kids Corner

1 The 2nd place the Holy
Family went to live

2 Come true; happened

3 The three kings

4 A person who tells us
about God

7 Who came to Josephin a

went
dream
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BELOVED BOND BROTHERS
CHOSEN COMPASSION | DEED
FORGIVE GENTLENESS |HOLY

HUMILITY HYMN KINDNESS

LOVE PATIENCE PERFECTION

PSALMS SISTERS WORD

Color.

The Feast of the ﬁafy Family
Jesus, Mary & Joseph
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% Visit CatholicMom.com for more
resources for you and your family!




