Church of Saint Mary

December 14th
2025
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Mass and Sacraments

Holy Mass
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday Masses: 8:00am, 10:00am
Monday-Friday: 7:00am

Sacramental Confession
Saturdays: 4:00-4:45pm
Sundays: 7:15-7:45am

Anointing of the Sick

Please call the Church anytime
day or night.

Parish Office

P.O. Box 159
303 South Division Street
Utica, IL 61373
Phone & Fax 815-667-4677
office@stmarysutica.org
www stmarysutica.org

Hours: Tuesdays & Fridays
8:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.

Fr. Paul Carlson, Pastor
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar

Jennifer Newman, Secretary
parishoffice@stmarysutica.org

Heather Leffers, CCD Coordinator
Bill Brown, Cemetery Sexton

On Holy Thursday, April 11, 1675, Father Jacques Marquette offered the
first parochial Mass in the lllinois Country at Utica in the presence of
5,000 Native Americans. Father Marquette and his companion, Louis
Joliet, took possession of this land in the name of Jesus Christ and
founded the Mission of the Immaculate Conception. A monument in his
honor stands in the northeast corner of the property. That mission
eventually became the Church of Saint Mary. In 1858 a small frame
church was built which was destroyed by fire seventeen years later and a
brick and stone church was built. The Reverend Canon Jeremiah
Moynihan was appointed the first resident pastor in 1884. The Reverend
Francis J. O'Reilly succeeded Canon Moynihan in 1888 and in the same
year erected the present church. In September 1986, Saint Mary’s Church
was completely redecorated. Though damaged, it survived the Utica
tornado of 2004 and was quickly restored.




NEWS & EVENTS

In Remembrance: The parish community of Holy Family mourns
the recent passing of Carol Kulpa. Please keep her and her family
in prayer. May her soul and all the souls of the faithful departed
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Christmas Decorating for Utica: We’ll deck the church on the
21st, after the 10:00 a.m. Mass. If you can spare a little time, we’d
love your help making the church shine for Christmas! We’d also
like to give a quick shoutout of thanks to all those that helped bring
up the trees this past week.

KC Fish Frys: The New Year will be here before we know it!
Start 2026 on a delicious note with the Knights’ freshly cooked
fried cod or butterfly shrimp. January carryout fish frys will be
held on January 9th and 23rd—mark your calendars!

The ASCA 7th grade girls basketball team (pictured above)
captured the IESA 1A regional championship by defeating
Annawan 44-13. The Miracles season then ended with a loss to
La Harpe at Sectionals. Congratulations on a great season girls.
We are proud of you!

Fr. Carlson was officially installed as pastor of Utica on November
23rd at the 8:00 a.m. Mass. Pictured above with Fr. Carlson is Fr.
Gary Blake, vicar forane for the LaSalle Vicariate.

Utica’s Giving Tree: Gifts should be returned wrapped, with the
tag attached by the end of the 10:00 a.m. Mass next Sunday
(December 21st) to allow time for distribution. Thank you for
bringing joy to so many this holiday season!

CCD News: Christmas break is right around the corner! Please
note there will be no CCD classes on the following dates:
Oglesby: December 24th & 31st
Utica: December 21st & 28th

Holy Family Altar & Rosary: A heartfelt thank you to all the
members and guests who joined us at Carrico’s Claudette’s for a
wonderful Christmas dinner. We would also like to recognize and
thank the committee (Mary Kay Harris, Diana Roda, Rita Ford,
Frank Strell, and Jennifer Newman) for their help in making the
evening such a delight. Just a reminder that our next meeting will
not be until March.

Miracle Music Programs: Families and friends are warmly
invited to our school Christmas programs!

LaSalle Campus: Monday, December 15th at 6:00 p.m.
Oglesby Campus: Tuesday, December 16th at 6:00 p.m.

We hope you can join us for an evening of festive music and
student cheer!

Maestro & M

voliday Gleers

Free concert!
Featuring the teachers and freinds of
Maestro & Mi Music Academy
I'hursdav. December 18th 7:00 PM

Historic Auditorium Ballroom
109 Wright Street
Downtown LasSalle




GOSPEL REFLECTION

~ The Word Among Us

...more than a prophet.
John the Baptist was a pivotal figure in the history of Israel. It had
been five hundred long years since Malachi had issued his
momentous prophecy concerning “the day of the Lord”. And
when John came on the scene, many people recognized him as a
prophet, a voice of hope—and perhaps even the fulfillment of that
hope! They were so excited that they flocked to the desert to hear
him and receive his baptism of repentance.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus makes it clear that John is even “more
than a prophet”. He is the final messenger, “Elijah,” the one who
would return and prepare the way of the Lord.

John’s appearance signaled a turning of the ages, the dawn of the
long-awaited Messiah. We, too, are in our own turning of the ages
as we await the coming of Jesus, our Messiah. So how can we
make our hearts ready for him to come, both at Christmas and at
the end of time?

One way, of course, is to confess our sins. But just as John was
more than a prophet, God wants to do more for us than cleanse us
of sin. He wants to go deeper into our hearts and heal our inner
wounds and any attitudes that might be keeping us from fully
welcoming Jesus.

For example, perhaps your life hasn’t turned out the way you
envisioned, and you feel disappointed with God’s plan. Or you
may blame the Lord for something bad that has happened in your
life or for not answering a heartfelt prayer. Perhaps the burdens of
life have weighed you down, and you’ve allowed yourself to
become satisfied with superficial or rote prayer.

Whatever is burdening you, now is the time to cry out to the Lord
for healing! He wants you to live in freedom, not under a cloud of
grief or resentment or complacency. Remember John’s message:
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand”. God’s grace is at hand for
you—today!

“Lord, search my heart and set me free!”

Build your business and help us grow a vibrant
faith community!

Julie Blanford from LPi, our
bulletin printer, will be securing
new ads for our church in the
coming weeks. As a valuable

member of the business
community, we invite you to
expand your reach and grow your
business with a print ad in our
parish bulletin and/or a digital ad
featured on ParishesOnline.com.

Julie Blanford
(800) 950-9952 x2141
JBlanford@4lpi.com

Saint Mary’s Church
Diocese of Peoria
303 S. Division Street
North Utica, IL 61373

Mass Intentions

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13TH - ST. LUCY
5:00pm For the People of the Parish
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH - 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am + Nick Van Wingerden
10:00am + John Meyers by Mary Holland
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15TH

7:00am Living and Deceased Members of the Dewey and
Kasap Families
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH
7:00am For the Dust Family by Maurice and Jane Dust
7:00pm EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17TH
7:00am + Elizabeth Snell (anniv. +)
by Joe and Darlene Woodshank

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18TH

7:00am + Bernard “Bucky” and Dolores “Dee” Hettel
by family and friends
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19TH
7:00am Rena Daly
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20TH
5:00pm For the future spouses of our children
by the Brian Gross Family

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21ST - 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00am + James Plankenhorn by Betty Fontana
10:00am + Joseph M. Carey (anniv. +) by Teresa Carey

Ministry Schedule

Sunday, December 14th @ 8:00 a.m.

Reader: Dr. David Ludford

Sunday, December 14th, @ 10:00 a.m.

Reader: Mary Ann Voreis

Altar Servers: Jake and Joey Patyk, Abby Brown

Sunday, December 21st @ 8:00 a.m.

Reader: Ryan Mann

Sunday, December 21st, @ 10:00 a.m.

Altar Servers: Nina Leffers, Peter and Olivia Villareal

Weekly Collection:  December 6th-12th

Adult Envelopes $2,060.00
Loose Collection $710.00
Immaculate Conception $305.00
Altar & Rosary Dues $10.00
Food Pantry $10.00



Kids Corner

Unscramble the words. Then
use some of them to complete 1. vntead 6. ohnj het pstibto

the bible passage below.

2. erpoper 7. hidobe
Hint: Matthew 11:10
3. oephptr 8. srtede
4. rstich 9. sengmeres
5. eeaqlgrr 10. nogdkmi
. 1 am sending my ahead of you ; he will

your way before you .

Color. Word Search.

L ELKJDAETDWTTCVZE
OYLOCDNTILBOHTIPHM
O AHMULULUDUPEUDOXR RGY A
WNDLTHEDRKITIKTIL
SJ2YLKAADOSSPSS
M S PIMDTFONXUPTPHS
LEPERSEEWVSYHYWR
PRI SOMNAR RS SZPZPETFTEHE
AJTVIAHAILZDETSG
LM OKUPWOFAATIAIMN
K UNEY A 2Z HRHRIKY O E
B GRXTURYUPQ2ZXZEWVS
LPRHUYY ORJSTIYYLS
HEAVENMTIMAOSS I WE
D JHQYQTMTVMWEFQM
BLIND CHRIST CLEANSED
DEAD DEAF HEAR
HEAVEN JOHN LAME

LEPERS MESSENGER |PREPARE
PRISON PROPHET  |RAISED

SIGHT WALK WORKS

Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you;
he will prepare your way before you.

Visit CatholicMom.com for more resources for

-
- you and your family.
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